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WELCOME FROM THE CHIEF JUSTICE
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During the summer months, the DIFC Courts regularly
benefits from a cadre of interns that do work placements
with us to gain an insight into the workings of a common
law judicial system within the UAE. Our interns have come
from UAE universities as well as abroad and we are proud
to have several of them describe in their own words what
their experience at the DIFC meant to them. Additionally, we
have expanded our internship guidelines with the goal of
placing young local talent to enhance learning opportunities
and that information is available on our website at www.
difccourts.ae. conferences and forums.

KARIM KHARTABIL

As part of my Law degree at Bournemouth University in the
UK, | completed an eight week secondment at the DIFC
Courts as part of my training programme for my placement
year. | was able to extend that time with the Courts to make
the most of the valuable opportunity to closely shadow well-
renowned international justices who preside over cases
brought before the DIFC Courts.
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During my first couple of weeks, | helped implement the
inclusion of a new Part 54 on Insolvency Claims to the
‘Rules of the DIFC Courts’ after public consultation. | then
helped revise and implement the entire amended Rules of
the DIFC Court and the Rules of the Dubai World Tribunal,
to reach the public consultation stage. | also completed a
memorandum addressed to the Chief Justice of the DIFC
Courts, regarding the DIFC Courts adopting best practice-
based E-Filing fees.
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During my final week, | was appointed as Acting Case
Progression Officer, where | was responsible for the daily
management of cases being filed at the Court, namely
answering telephone enquiries, reviewing e-mails, and
meeting with people face-to-face. | was also responsible
for sending correspondence on behalf of the DIFC Courts,
and met daily with the Registrar to discuss the substantive
case issues that needed flagging. | also helped advance
case updates in the internal weekly report and was given
the fantastic opportunity to draft a Court Case Order to
be issued by the Registrar. Initially, my expectations were
different to the results | managed to achieve at the end of my
internship and the experience truly helped further enhance
my interest, knowledge and commercial awareness of
working in a judicial practice within a regulatory environment.
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Working at the DIFC Courts helped me learn to develop
independence and self-discipline. It has provided me with
priceless work experience, which | hope will aid my future
career in law. | would not hesitate in recommending to
future interns, who are either studying law or undertaking
other studies, to pursue an opportunity to gain practical
experience working in an independent judicial system that
operates in the DIFC, based on the English common law
system.

SHAMMA AL GHAITH

The time that | spent working at the DIFC Courts was
a time of both discovery and advancement. Being an
undergraduate student at the American University of
Sharjah with no previous work experience, | was initially
overwhelmed by how dynamic the work place was. For that
reason, | spent most of my time there “exploring” the office,
challenging myself through dealing with new programmes,
delivering weekly reports and absorbing new legal terms.
Through this exploration, | began to understand just how
important presentation was. My communication skills were
challenged, specifically the way in which | present myself
both professionally and socially within the office changed
and, mostimportantly, lunderstood how imperative diligence,
time management and teamwork were in achieving the level
of efficiency that the DIFC Courts demanded. Allin all, | was
truly honoured to have been a part of the team at the Courts
and would definitely recommend it to future interns. Whether
you're a law student or not, the DIFC Courts has a place for
everyone.
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SHAUN MATHEW

The DIFC Courts attracts businesses to the DIFC by
providing security in the form of an impartial, world-class,
common law court, set in an Islamic, Shariah environment.
A stint at the DIFC Courts really puts interns on the other side
of the judicial process. | gained a greater understanding of
the workings of a court dealing with very international issues
and staffed by an international team. By allowing very close
interaction with the judges, | was able to observe their
decision making process and learn how they formulated their
judgments. Such exposure was invaluable, considering that
a lawyer’s role is to advance his client’s case and convince
judges of its merits.

In hindsight, five weeks was too short a period for an
internship as there were always new and varied projects
to manage, a function of the Courts being run by a core
team of highly experienced people. The variety of the work,
especially the project to make and implement amendments
to the DIFC Courts Rules, steepened the learning curve but
assistance was very forthcoming.

| also developed an appreciation for the challenges faced
by a court in formulating rules, scheduling of cases,
meeting demands of clients and in the administrative
management of day-to-day proceedings. One develops a
sense of satisfaction in answering clients’ enquires and in
resolving issues of law that may arise in the interpretation of
the Courts’ rules.

It was my privilege to have been able to intern at the Courts
during my law studies at Singapore Management University
and | would recommend law students with a keen interest
in court processes and judicial proceedings to apply for an
internship position. This experience will be highly valuable
in your dealings with courts in your capacity as a litigator or
barrister in future.
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VICTORIA YATES

| am a barrister of five years, specialising in Commercial,
Employment and Personal Injury law. | practice at No5
Chambers, which is one of the largest sets and is based in
London, Birmingham and Bristol. The Pegasus Scholarship
Trust runs a yearly scholarship competition open to all
barristers under five years from any of the four Inns of Court.
The Trust awards a number of scholarships a year, normally
around five in different areas of law giving young barristers
the opportunity to experience legal practice and study
outside the jurisdiction of England and Wales. Dubai was
a new location added to the list this year so | am the first
scholar to come to Dubai.

The Pegasus Scholarship Trust was established to allow
young English barristers to travel abroad and young lawyers
from other countries to travel to England to learn about each
other’s legal systems. The Trust is of the view that it is of
paramount importance for the future of the common law
that bridges should be built between the legal professions
in the many countries of the world which operate under
the system of the common law. The Pegasus Trust sought
to address this need by aiming to make talented young
lawyers become more internationally minded and to enable
them to develop a better understanding of the practice of
law in another country with an aim of forging links between
the talented lawyers of the future around the world.

During my time in Dubai, | will be based at the DIFC Courts,
where | will remain for four weeks assisting with case
management. | will then be seconded by the court to the
United Arab Emirates’ largest law firm, Al Tamimi where |
will remain for two weeks before the court seconds me to
Fulbright and Jaworski. Finally, | will attend the International
Bar Conference which will enable me to see many eminent
lawyers speaking about their areas of expertise.
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